
How to Understand Your Student’s Special Education Entitlement Designation  
for High School Admissions Only 

 For High School Admissions, seats at each high school program are divided into two groups: 

General Education (GE) seats Students with Disabilities (SWD) seats 
 For students who receive general education 

instructional programming. 

 For students who receive special education 
instructional programming for 20% or less of 
their academic program as indicated on their 
current IEP. 

 For students who receive special education 
instructional programming for more than 20% of 
their academic program as indicated on their 
current IEP. 

 

For DOE and Charter Schools 

 To understand or determine the percentage of time a student receives special education instructional 
programming, the school must do the following: 

1. Program the student according to the services outlined in the IEP in SESIS. 

2. Review the programming on the USPE screen in ATS for accuracy. 

o For DOE schools, the academic periods per week will pull from STARS.  Contact your school’s 
FSC’s Academic Policy & Systems Lead for assistance with STARS.   

o For Charter schools, contact CharterSchools@schools.nyc.gov for ATS support. 

3. Ensure the student’s recommended services from SESIS (in the form of periods per week for SETSS, 
Special Class, and ICT) matches what displays on the USPE screen. 

4. Calculate a percent:  the student’s actual services in terms of periods, as programmed, as a percent of 
the student’s total instructional periods (e.g. excluding lunch).  This should align to the student’s 
service category on the USPE screen. 

Actual Services / Total 
Instructional Periods 

(percentage) 
Service Category  

in ATS 
0% RS Only (RO) 

RS = related services 

20% 
Single Service (SG) 
most students who have one period a day of any services 
(SETSS, Special Class, ICT) fall in this category. 

21 – 59% Multiple Service (ML) 
most students who are Part-Time fall in this category. 

60% + Full Time ICT (FC) or Full Time Special Class (FS) 
 

 The bottom two rows of Service Categories in the table above are students who are considered SWD for 
admissions purposes only.   

For Non-Public Schools 
 Choose the instructional services the student receives from the student’s information page in MySchools, if 

applicable, otherwise choose NO, GE Seat Group.   
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Additional References 

1. Example of a USPE screen  
from ATS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  ATS Wiki 

 

2. Services percentages for different models of weekly instructional periods: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:  Fair Student Funding & School Budget Resource Guide. 

https://wiki.nycenet.edu/x/DABsAg
https://wiki.nycenet.edu/display/ATSWiki/ATS+Wiki+Welcome
https://www.nycenet.edu/offices/finance_schools/budget/DSBPO/allocationmemo/fy18_19/FY19_docs/FY2019_FSF_Guide.pdf

